
The steps listed below are illustrated on the following pages 
showing screen views of the procedure.

1 Select Export File from the File menu.

This is a general procedure and can be used to export a 
copy of the current file to earlier versions of Family Tree 
Maker as far back as version 4.0. Note that versions 4.4 
and 7.5 used the same file type as versions 4.0 and 7.0 
respectively. Here that procedure is extended to making a 
Gedcom file for export to other genealogy programs.

2 Choose “Gedcom” as the file type

Make sure you remember both the name and the folder 
where it is being saved so you can find it later.

3 Enter a name for the file to be created

Family Tree Maker will assume you want to use the same 
name as the file you are exporting from. It may be useful 
to rename it or add a date to remind you when it was 
created.

Exporting a Gedcom file from Family Tree Maker

4 Choose the type of Gedcom that the recipient needs

If you don’t know what the recipient needs, choose FTM. 
Choose FTW only if it is being sent to another Family Tree 
Maker user. The following pages illustrate use of FTW.

Current genealogy programs use the default Gedcom 
version 5.5. Version 4 is for programs earlier than 1997.

Indent Records should be left unchecked and Abbreviate 
Tags checked. 

5 The Gedcom file will be created

Make sure you take a note of the file name and the folder 
where it is being created so you can find it later.

6 Sharing the Gedcom file

If sending the file to someone by email it is a good idea to 
compress the file using, for example, WinZip or the built 
in file compression option in Windows XP. Sometimes 
uncompressed Gedcom files get corrupted during email 
transmission.

If you are interested in seeing what a Gedcom file looks like 
“inside” you can open it in a word processor such as Word. If you 
do be very careful to save as “plain text” and not a word processor 
format such as Word “DOC’ and “RTF”. Do not edit a Gedcom file 
unless you fully understand how it works.
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Note
Click on the File menu and then Export File.

Then click on Entire File.
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Note
Choose a folder for the Gedcom file, perhaps My Documents.

Make sure you remember the name of the folder.
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Note
Click the down arrow in the "Save as type line".

Click on the bottom item GEDCOM.
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Note
FTM will suggest using your family file name where you see Filename.GED but you can give it a different name if you wish.

Click Save.
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Note
Click the down arrow next to the "FTM" line. The next page shows you what to do next.
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Note
When the list drops down choose the FTW line shown.
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Note
After that last step Family Tree Maker will create the Gedcom file. When it has finished it will display the above window.

Before you click OK make sure you remember the folder and file name so you can find it later. You could write it down. When you send the Gedcom as an attachment to an email you will need to find the file in that folder.
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